
 

 
 

 

24 hour Rapid Response 

 

Our Major Incident Hotline enables 

businesses to obtain urgent support     

   following incidents to ensure the situation  

     on-site is controlled and the necessary   

           steps are being taken to protect the  

          business and its reputation   
 

 

 

Our Expertise  

Safety, Health and Environment Team - Environmental Risk Management  
 

 
 
 

 
Sally Roff 

Partner and Head of National SHE Team 
Tel: +44 (0) 844 980 3430 

Mob: 07921 890829 

sroff@dacbeachcroft.com 

 
Fiona Gill 

Partner 

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7894 6410 

Mob: 07740 585583 
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Richard Ottley 

Partner 

Tel: +44 (0) 117 918 2698 

Mob: 07778 591986 
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Chris Baranowski 

Partner 

Tel: +44 (0) 113 251 4842 

Mob: 07921 985933 

cbaranowski@dacbeachcroft.com 

 

We understand your issues  

Environmental risks are an increasing concern 

for organisations and insurers.  

 
The law is developing and becoming more 
complex; there is increased pressure to 
balance environmental protection against the 
demand for sustainable development of our 
infrastructure and energy supply. 
 
It is imperative that legal advice and guidance 
is sought in the hours, days and weeks that 
follow to ensure the legal rights of companies 
and individuals are protected. 
 

How Can We Help?  
 
Our specialist Safety, Health and Environment 
team will quickly assess the issues and the 
evidence, undertake or assist you with the 
internal investigation, and advise you on how 
to approach the regulators and other 
stakeholders in order to minimise any damage 
to reputation. 
 
- Waste management 

- Pollution offences 

- Noise 

- Carbon regulation 

- Environmental permitting 

- Hazardous substances 

- Contaminated land 

- Statutory nuisance 

- Environmental protection and remediation 

- Statutory nuisance 

- Environmental protection and remediation 

- Conservation and habitat protection 

- Radioactive substances 

- Planning 

- Producer responsibility 

- Due diligence and transactional advice 

- Property and products risks 

 

  

Sentencing Guidelines 
 
 

From 1 July 2014 new sentencing guidelines 

came into force in relation to environmental 

offences.  

 

The new guidelines apply to all organisations 

and individuals who breach the Environmental 

Protection Act 1990 and other related offences 

through: 

 

 Unauthorised or harmful deposit, 

treatment or disposal etc. of waste; 

 Illegal discharge to air, land and 

water; 

 Breach of the duty of care in 

relation to waste; 

 Breach of the legislation relating to 

the transportation of waste; 

 Breach of an abatement notice 

relating to nuisance. 

 

The guidelines require the court to conduct an 

analysis of the facts to decide the defendant's 

culpability and the level of harm or potential 

harm in order to assess the seriousness of the 

offence.  

 

Recent decisions such as the Thames Water 

Utilities case demonstrates that significant 

fines will be imposed on large companies that 

have committed environmental offences to 

send a strong message to company directors 

and shareholders about their environmental 

responsibilities.  

 

Fines may well be in the region of £100 million 

for very large companies for deliberately 

carrying out environmental offences that cause 

great harm.  

 

 

Our Experience: 
 

 Successful defence of the largest waste 

prosecution to date by the Environment 

Agency; 

 Defence of a waste company charged with the 

illegal disposal of asbestos; 

 Advice on the transfrontier shipment of waste; 

 Waste duty of care and due diligence audits 

 Camelford water pollution incident – we 

advised on all aspects of third party claims, 

clean up and in relation to the criminal 

prosecution; 

 Defence of a chemical manufacturer following a 

pollution incident involving toxic chemicals; 

 Advice in relation to environmental permits, 

including: 

 Gas discharge from landfill 

 Trade effluent discharge 

 Waste management regulation 

 Industrial installations 

 Managing an investigation under the EU 

Emissions 

 Trading Scheme 

 Advice in relation to Carbon footprint returns 

 

Contact 
If you would like to discuss the 

services we offer, please contact: 


